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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Twenty-seventh Report —  
“The Removal of Senior School Allocation Funding for Year 11 and 12 Courses at 21 District High Schools” 

Resumed from 1 July 2010. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Mr Chairman, looking at the clock, might I be so bold as to suggest that I take the call but 
only to make some erudite preliminary comments before the dinner break.  

The CHAIRMAN: At this time, we have five minutes. The member can certainly move that the report be noted; 
however, we will continue the debate after the dinner break. 

Motion 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Thank you, Mr Chairman. I move — 

That the report be noted. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 

Hon GIZ WATSON: The twenty-seventh report of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial 
Operations is the result of the inquiry into the removal of senior school allocation funding for year 11 and 12 
courses at 21 district high schools. As is often the case in this place, we are now debating a report that was tabled 
almost 12 months ago, in July 2010. Nevertheless, I think that it is worth making some comments about this 
inquiry. 

In May 2010, the committee resolved to inquire into the removal of senior school allocation funding for year 11 
and 12 courses at 21 district high schools. It arose because members had received information from a number of 
country high schools about concerns that there was a loss of resource that was affecting the provision of services 
to high school students. The committee went to a number of the affected district high schools and took evidence. 

Hon Liz Behjat: We drove ourselves. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Hon Liz Behjat, also a member of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial 
Operations, makes a good point. It was at very little cost—in fact, almost zero cost—to the Legislative Council; 
we drove our own cars and we paid for the morning tea ourselves. We held public hearings in Gingin, 
Narembeen and Jurien Bay. A fair amount of driving was needed to achieve that in the short time frame. We 
obviously heard from the department its point of view on the senior school allocation funding.  

The concern was that the senior school allocation funding had been allocated at the time the decision was made 
to require students to stay at school through to the end of year 12. Schools had been using this funding for a 
variety of purposes, such as to employ additional staff, particularly in the smaller high schools, to ensure there 
was supervision for students who were doing distance education. The concern with the removal of the funding 
was that a number of students would potentially fall through the cracks and leave the school system. In fact, 
some of the evidence we took, particularly in the Wheatbelt, was that that was occurring. We need to remember 
that we are looking at some of the most vulnerable students, the most disadvantaged, in that they are often some 
of the harder students to engage, who might spend some of their time doing apprenticeships, perhaps with one of 
the local businesses, and attending some of the time at school. Therefore, the removal of this particular funding 
allocation was impacting on those students and some of them were leaving the school system.  

The committee conducted this inquiry and came up with a number of recommendations. I should note that the 
report we are discussing contained a minority report tabled by Hon Liz Behjat, and I am sure she will take the 
opportunity to speak about that shortly. But in essence, the committee agreed on the majority of the 
recommendations. The committee’s findings and recommendations included the fact that it was arguable that 
there were any actual savings to the overall budget of the state, because by removing the funding from this 
allocation to the schools, a number of students had to go and board in Perth. Is the Chairman about to say 
something?  

The CHAIRMAN: I am, but the member only has about 10 seconds remaining. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Then the Chairman is about to say something! 

The CHAIRMAN: I was watching the clock!  

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to temporary orders. 
 


